Approaching the Limits of Reason: Pascal—mathematician, philosopher

The heart has its reasons that reason does not know.
Clarity of mind means clarity of passion, too; this is why a great and clear mind loves ardently and sees distinctly what it loves.

Man is equally incapable of seeing the nothingness from which he emerges and the infinity in which he is engulfed.

Contradiction is not a sign of falsity, nor the lack of contradiction a sign of truth.

Man is to himself the most wonderful object in nature; for he cannot conceive what the body is, still less what the mind is, and least of all how a body should be united to a mind. This is the consummation of his difficulties, and yet it is his very being.
Man is but a reed, the most feeble thing in nature, but he is a thinking reed. The entire universe need not arm itself to crush him. A vapour, a drop of water, suffices to kill him. But if the universe were to crush him, man would still be more noble than that which killed him, because he knows that he dies and the advantage which the universe has over him; the universe knows nothing of this.
When I consider the small span of my life absorbed in the eternity of all time, or the small part of space which I can touch or see engulfed by the infinite immensity of spaces that I know not and that know me not, I am frightened and astonished to see myself here instead of there ...  now instead of then.

Evil is easy, and has infinite forms.

Small minds are concerned with the extraordinary, great minds with the ordinary.

When we are in love we seem to ourselves quite different from what we were before.

Imagination disposes of everything; it creates beauty, justice, and happiness, which are everything in this world.

The least movement is of importance to all nature. The entire ocean is affected by a pebble.

Blaise Pascal (1623 - 1662)

