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101C Midterm Exam Study Guide

What to bring:

Barnet & Bedau textbook

Class discussion notes
Notes from class Gdrive (student panels, instructor demos)
Handouts

Weekly assignments

Candide

Blue/Green book

What to expect:

short essay, open book: 2 parts, total of 6-10+ paragraphs, on free speech (60%) and Candide (40%)
Practice questions:

see midterm exam practice questions at <handouts> webpage
Material to be covered:

B&B free speech casebook—Brownmiller, Lawrence, Bok
articles by Smolla, Hudson, Bazelon, Yoder, Figueroa/Palumbo-Liu (handouts)
free speech case examples —Charlie Hebdo, Pussy Riot, BH4J, UVA, UCB, Kaepernick 

free speech case examples from your quarterly and midterm paper
B&B on critical reading—thesis / evidence / fairness checklist (106)

Candide, chapters 1-12 (the Old World, en route to the New)
Suggested step-by-step preparation:

1 Review chapter on critical reading.  By definition, example, and practice, become familiar with the following terms:



critical thinking



point of view



argument



logos or reason



pathos or emotion



assumption, premise


fallacy

2 Before reviewing each essay, re-read text of the First Amendment and U.N. Declaration of Human Rights, Article 19 on <resources> webpage.
3 Re-read each free speech essay, locating key words, quotes, main ideas—applying critical reading skills, what is the argument or line of reasoning presented by the author?  Do you agree or disagree (or somewhere in between) with the author and why?  What doubts or questions are provoked by the text?  Any lapses in reasoning or questionable assumptions or contradictions underlying the text?  Any alternative points of view? Updates (current events)?

Helpful hints:

1 Build a vocabulary of thinking and writing about the readings.  What are the key words and phrases of each reading?

2 Build a source of quotes and page numbers for each reading.  Can you state the author’s thesis or central idea in one or two sentences?  Can you quickly find the key facts and statements to support the author’s and/or your line of reasoning?  

3 Without looking at the text, can you talk about each essay in your own words—explaining the big picture and key points to someone who has not read it?  Can you move beyond summary, offering your own explanation, analysis, commentary?  Do you recognize correspondences with the real world, parallel examples or associations from the text to your own observations and experiences?

Test-taking strategy:

1 Preview the whole test before starting to write.  Choose questions strategically—lead with your strengths.

2 Give yourself time to think.  If writing is thinking made evident, then thinking is part of the process.

3 Follow instructions.  Note the weight of each part and spend time proportionately. 

More helpful hints:

1 Avoid personal opinion without references to readings.  Instead, develop a connection between the reading and your writing—the reading provides a basis for your own explanation and analysis, whether or not you agree with the author.

2 Avoid summarizing what you’ve read without your own analysis and critical commentary.  Summary ( explanation and analysis.  

3 Avoid vague generalizations.  Provide facts, quotes, examples.  Support general statements with specifics.
ADVISORY: If you use <sparknotes.com> or any other study guide for Candide, cite the source as in-text parenthetical citation. If you intentionally or unintentionally do not cite borrowed language, the end result will be a zero or F grade.
Criteria for grading midterm exam:

	Critical thinking skills:
	Writing skills:

	Recognition of thesis or main idea
	Compound / complex sentences

	Explanation + analysis—beyond summary
	Paragraph development

	Development of affirmation (agreement), doubt (uncertain/unknown) or questions
	Whole essay clarity and coherence

In-text or parenthetical citations


Write a free-standing essay—avoid generalization or opinion without reference to the reading.

